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FROM OUR PASTOR... 

Dear Friends, 
 
As this newsletter reaches you, we will have entered another Len-
ten season. This time of the year is what the Church refers to as a 
“privileged time”. It is referred to as such because it differs so 
much from other Church seasons. Lent calls us to practice three 
spiritual disciplines: fasting, prayer and charitable works. How 
many of us, of a certain age, remember the Lents of the past? Do 
you remember the hardest thing you ever gave up for Lent? Do 
you remember an increase in prayer and devotion during these 
weeks? Do you remember saving your money to give to the poor? 
 
We live in a culture that is all too quick to put the emphasis on the 
individual. “It’s all about me!” the culture declares. And, let’s face 
it, we sometimes give in to that approach. But Lent is about more 
than “me”. It is certainly a time to think about and improve our 
relationship with God and His Son, Jesus Christ. It is a time to 
turn away from our sins and try to do better, to BE better. 
 
I have always said that if we return, after Lent, to our old ways, 
then we wasted our Lent. Unlike new year resolutions that are bro-
ken soon into the year, the things we do during Lent to 
improve our relationship with God and Jesus need to continue. 
Lent isn’t a time to give up chips and candy because we need to 
lose a few pounds. Lent isn’t a time to quit smoking or drinking 
only to go on a binge on Easter Sunday. Rather, our sacrifices 
must go beyond the forty days. We should give up the chips and 
candy because food can be a distraction to our relationship with 
God. We should stop smoking or drinking in excess because these 
are harmful to our relationship with others. 
 
When you consider what you will do for Lent – sacrifice food or 
drink or increase your prayer, for example – do it for the purpose 
of growing as a disciple of Christ. Then, your participation in 
the privileged time of Lent will be meaningful and life-changing. 
 
God Bless you! 
 
Sincerely Yours in Christ, 

Father Joe Mancini 
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OPERATING HOURS                     

FOR THE                                        

PARISH OFFICE 

The Parish Office ob-

serves the following 

schedule: 

 

Mondays - Fridays 

9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

4:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

 

Saturdays & Sundays 

9:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

 

The Parish Office will be 

closed: 

May 28, Memorial Day 

 

 

 

Our parish participation in the 2023 Annual Appeal of the Archdiocese of Newark has begun! On 

the weekend of February 18th and 19th , Father Joe spoke at all of the Masses inviting parishioners 

to, once again, make a gift to help support the different ministries and agencies in the Archdiocese 

of Newark. 

Father Joe began by thanking parishioners. Working together, our parish met and exceeded our 2022 

goal by almost $10,000! The parish has received 100% of the money that we collected over goal to 

be used exclusively for parish projects. We had also exceeded our 2021 goal and the money from 

the 2021 and 2022 rebates have been earmarked by our Finance Council to clean the interior walls 

of the Church that were damaged by water infiltration seven years ago. Once the work on the roof is 

completed in the next few weeks, the interior of the Church will be addressed. 

Our goal for 2023 is $52,129.00. Parishioners who have given a gift in the past have already been 

invited by Cardinal Tobin to make a gift this year. Those who wish to make a gift are invited to visit 

https://www.rcan.org/ways-give. Please be sure to specify Saint Stephen’s when making your gift 

so our parish receives the credit. 

 

Upcoming events 

March 3:   Tricky Tray 

March 25:  First Communion Retreat. This is an opportunity for the 

students preparing to receive First Holy Communion to learn about 

the different elements of the Sacrament. The retreat includes a skit 

on the Last Supper and the institution of the Eucharist, preparing to 

make the Communion banner and a tour of the Church. 

April 2-April 8: Holy Week and Triduum   

April 15:  Scout Unit 305 Tricky Tray catered by Red White and 

Que. For tickets: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/texas-bbq-tricky-tray

-tickets-534016165727 

April 16:  Divine Mercy Sunday Devotions after the noon Mass, 

exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and confessions with the Di-

vine Mercy Chaplet at 3:00pm  

April 29 and May 6:  First Holy Communion  

September 23-October 2, 2023: Parish Pilgrimage to Ireland. Fr. 

Joe and Fr. Charles Kelly (Church of the Assumption, Emerson) will 

lead a 10-day pilgrimage in the footsteps of Saint Patrick. For more 

information, please contact Peter’s Way Tours at 800-225-7662. 
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MARCH SAINTS 

3 Katharine Drexel 

4 Casimir 

7 Pepetua & Felicity 

8 John of God 

9 Frances of Rome 

17 Patrick 

18 Cyril of Jerusalem 

19 Joseph 

23 Turibius of             

Magrovejo 

25 Annunciation of The 

Lord 
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PALM SUNDAY 

April 1 & 2, 2023          
Palm branches will be distributed at all Masses 

5:00 p.m. (Vigil Mass on Saturday) 

7:30 p.m. Living Stations of the Cross 
 

8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. (Procession with the Palms), 12:00 noon,  
1:30 p.m. (Español / Procesión de Ramos), 7:00 p.m. 

 
 

WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK 
April 5, 2023 

6:00 p.m. Confessions 
 
 
 

HOLY THURSDAY 

April 6, 2023 

9:00 a.m. – Morning Prayer 
7:30 p.m. – Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

11:00 p.m. – Night Prayer 
 
 

GOOD FRIDAY 

April 7, 2023 

9:00 a.m. – Morning Prayer 

3:00 p.m. – Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion 

7:00 p.m. – Litúrgia del Pasión del Señor 
 
 
 

HOLY SATURDAY 
April 8, 2023 

9:00 a.m. – Meditation on the Seven Sorrows of Our Lady 

12:00 noon – Blessing of Easter Food 

8:30 p.m. – The Easter Vigil 
 
 
 

EASTER SUNDAY 
April 9, 2023 

8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 noon, 1:30 p.m. (Español) 
NO 7:00 p.m. Mass 

 

HOLY WEEK AT SAINT STEPHEN’S  

APRIL 2ND—APRIL 9TH, 2023 

 

Our Celebration of Easter is incomplete without our Celebration of Holy Week! 



  APRIL SAINTS 

4 Isidore 

5 Vincent Ferrer 

6 Holy Thursday 

7 Good Friday 

9 Easter 

21 Anselm 

24 Fidelis of Sigmaringen 

25 Mark 

28 Peter Chanel & Luis 

Grignion de Montfort 

29 Catherine of Siena 

30 Pius V 

 

PARISH VISITATION OF BISHOP STUDERUS 
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On Sunday, January 15th , Bishop Gregory Studerus, regional bishop for Hudson 

County, visited Saint Stephen’s to celebrate Mass and meet with parishioners. 

Bishop Studerus had also visited in November to meet with the parish staff, 

the priests and deacons and the Finance Council but had to re-schedule 

his visit with parishioners due to illness. 

 

Bishop Studerus assesses Saint Ste-

phen’s to be a “vital and active 

parish” with a “collaborative effort on 

the part of the people of the 

parish to minister to the people of the 

area even as the demographics 

are changing.” 

 

Those who met with the Bishop men-

tioned what they appreciate about 

our parish. These include: “the quality of 

the liturgy, the homilies and the  

community/family atmosphere established in the parish.” Some administrative 

challenges to our parish include the aging of the physical plant. We shared with 

the Bishop the various projects we have undertaken and plan to undertake: the 

Church roof, the interior work on the Church, especially the stone, and the recto-

ry work, both inside and outside. 

 

Most especially, the Bishop was interested to meet with the parishioners. Quite a 

few met with the Bishop after the 10:00 a.m. Mass on January 15 and a good 

number met with him after the Spanish Mass at 1:30 p.m. on the same day. 

Among those who met after the 10:00 a.m., some strengths mentioned are: the 

Scouting program and other youth ministry programs, the parish’s response to the 

COVID pandemic with online Mass and other virtual offerings and the generous 

response of parishioners to the needs of others. Some challenges that this group 

mentioned are the loss of young people in the parish as they move on to college 

and careers, challenges to faith formation and religious education and the need to 

evangelize young people, including newly married couples and young adults. 

 

After the Spanish Mass, those who met with the bishop mentioned, as strengths, 

the beauty of the Church and the warm and welcoming feeling on entering the 

church; the welcome given to all, including children and infants and the liturgy. 

Some challenges include integrating the youth at the Spanish Mass into the litur-

gy and the need for prayer groups and other ministries for the 

Spanish community. 

 

Overall, the Bishop’s summary was positive and shows that we have a strong 

nucleus in place for our future endeavors. But we cannot rest on our laurels – we 

must continue our work in the name of Christ to bring others to the faith, to grow 

what we have and to share with others. Let’s do that together! 



 

“Our world is hurting. We all need healing, 

yet many of us are separated from the very 

source of our strength. Jesus Christ invites us 

to return to the source and summit of our faith 

in the celebration of the Eucharist. The Na-

tional Eucharistic Revival is a movement to 

restore understanding and devotion to this 

great mystery here in the United States by 

helping us renew our worship of Jesus Christ 

in the Eucharist.” 

 

The above paragraph is taken directly from 

the website dedicated to the Eucharistic Re-

vival (eucharisticrevival.org). The Revival is 

a multi-year initiative of the United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops to increase 

the world’s understanding and appreciation of 

this most precious gift to Catholics. 

 

But more than increasing an understanding of the Eucharist, the Reviv-

al calls all of the faithful to action. Jesus needs each of us to be His 

hands and feet in the world today. The Revival is seeking lay people, 

priests and religious to volunteer their time, talents and prayers to en-

sure the Revival is a success. 

 

How can you help? Here are some ways: 

1. Become a Prayer Partner. Help to cover the entire Revival 

with prayer, fasting and acts of penance. 

2. Share your Testimony. How has Jesus’ presence in the Eu-

charist touched your life? How has he changed your life? 

Your testimony can help open more hearts to the Lord. 

3. Become a Eucharistic Missionary. Eucharistic Missionar-

ies answer a personal call from the Holy Spirit to be an 

instrument of revival. 

 

If you would like to know more about the ways to help, please visit the 

Eucharistic Revival website (eucharisticrevival.org) and click on “Get 

Involved”. Also, visit the display we have set up at the Saint Joseph 

altar; there are prayer cards to help you during this time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  5 

MAY SAINTS 

1 St Joseph the Worker 

2 Athanasius 

3 Phillip & James 

10 John Avila & Damien de 

Veuster 

12 Nereus & Achilleus and 

Pancras 

13 Our Lady of Fatima 

14 Matthias 

15 Isidore 

18 John I 

20 Bernardardine of Siena 

21 Ascension of the Lord 

22 Rita of Cascia, 

25 Bede the Venerable, Grego-

ry VII, and Mary Magdalene 

de’Pazzi 

26 Philip Neri 

27 Augustine of Canterbury 

30 Joan of Arc 

31 Visitation of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary 

 

 

 

EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL 



Saint Stephen's has been blessed, in recent 

memory, with deacons who give unselfishly of 

themselves to the parish and its needs. Currently, 

Deacon Earl and Deacon Doug serve Saint  

Stephen's on a weekly basis while Deacon Herb, 

who is retired from active ministry, helps us with 

wake services, cemetery committals and visits to 

the homebound. For the past two years, our  

parishioner, Jeffrey Jablonski, has been actively 

involved in education and formation to become a 

deacon in the Church. Our parishioners who at-

tend the 8:00 a.m. Mass on Sundays may have 

noticed recently that Jeff has been wearing an 

alb, the white vesture of the priest, deacon and 

some altar servers, while proclaiming the Scrip-

ture readings at Mass. As part of his formation, 

on January 22, 2023, Jeff was installed as a lec-

tor in the Church. The ministry of lector is one of 

the necessary steps before one receives ordina-

tion as a deacon. Certainly, many of our lectors 

at Mass are not formally installed, but this step 

for a man in formation for Holy Orders is a sign 

that the Church believes he is ready to advance 

towards ordination. The formally installed lector 

wears the alb as part of this ministry. In about 

one year's time, Jeff will be installed as an aco-

lyte and begin to take on a new role in formation 

through his assistance at the altar. Let us prom-

ise Jeff and his family our prayers as he contin-

ues in his discernment and formation. We have 

asked Jeff to describe his experience in the Diac-

onate program. 

 

Conversion through the RCIA  

I was baptized into the Protestant faith (Lutheran 

tradition), but I began to feel the call to Catholi-

cism when I enrolled in St. Stephen’s grammar 

school. While at St. Peter’s Prep in Jersey City, 

the Jesuit ideal of altruism, service, and belief 

that we are all called to be men and women for 

others became a cornerstone of my professional 

and personal life. This was substantially strength-

ened during my years at Holy Cross. It was still 

difficult, however, to depart from my familial ties 

to the Lutheran faith. I soon came to realize as 

part of my theological studies both in high school 

and in college, that the practice of one faith and 

the study of another made me a better Christian. 

 

Christine and I met at the first day of freshman 

orientation at Holy Cross. Although we were 

married at Holy Cross, I was still resistant to any 

conversion, for reasons that I am still unable to 

explain, even to date. However, once Christine 

and I started our family, we continued to attend 

Mass weekly since we agreed that our sons, Nate 

and Eli, would be raised in the Catholic faith. 

One Sunday, however, our boys whispered to 

Christine and asked her why Dad would only re-

ceive a blessing at Communion rather than re-

ceive the host. This was an epiphany for me. I 

believe that it was on the following Monday that 

I called Fr. Joe and asked to join the RCIA  

program. After a year of 

study and formation, I 

was finally confirmed. 

 

(continued on the next 

page) 

 

 

Vocation Spotlight—Jeff Jablonski—Called to Serve 

Actively participating in his faith, Jeff currently serves Saint Stephen’s as a lector, a Eucharistic minister, a 

minister of hospitality, and a Scout leader within our Youth Ministry. Until recently, he was a catechist 

teaching within the CCD program and working with the 8th grade students preparing for confirmation, 

The Jablonski Family 

Nate, Jeff, Christine and Eli 
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Spotlight (continued from previous page) 

 

Describe the formation process for the  

diaconate 

The journey to become a permanent deacon is a 

five-year program, combining practical  

instruction with academic preparation. The first 

year is a period of formation. During this peri-

od, I wrote reflection papers and studied Chris-

tian texts, including a few primary documents. 

After that, I was invited to submit formal appli-

cations to both to the Archdiocese program and 

for admissions to Immaculate Conception Sem-

inary at Seton Hall University in South Orange. 

After acceptance, I am now in a four-year 

course of study in Seminary to earn my Master 

of Theology degree.  

 

Classes are held two nights a week. We all 

gather as a class for Evening Prayer as part of 

the Liturgy of the Hours, after which I attend 

classroom instruction on the standard curricu-

lum for the degree. In addition to weekly class 

assignments, I also write research papers, take 

quizzes, present oral projects, and take midterm 

and final examinations. The curriculum in-

cludes courses in the Old Testament and the 

New Testament, the Synoptic Gospels, Chris-

tian Anthropology, and Christian History and 

Ethics. We are required to maintain a minimum 

GPA to remain in good standing with the pro-

gram. 

 

Deacona Ministry in a parish setting  

The specific roles and duties of a deacon will 

vary based on the needs of the parish. But, es-

sentially, the role of the deacon is to provide 

service to the faithful, in as many ways as pos-

sible-both during the Mass and, perhaps more 

importantly, outside of it. As members of the 

clergy in public roles, a deacon’s ministry has 

three components:  liturgy, word, and service. 

At Mass, deacons proclaim the Gospel, are oc-

casionally invited to preach a homily, and assist 

the priest at the altar. Deacons may also bap-

tize, witness and bless marriages, and preside at 

funeral liturgies. 

SACRED HEART SOCIETY FOR VOCATIONS 

I will give you shepherds after my own...” (Jeremiah 3:15) 

In January, The Sacred Heart Society for Vocations was inaugurated as a new ministry at Saint 

Stephens. A vocation is God’s invitation to love and serve Him and His Church in a particular 

state or way of life, leading to holiness. The work of the Sacred heart Society of Vocations Min-

istry is to pray and to develop activities that are uplifting, encouraging, and educational. This 

group is part of the greater Newark Archdiocesan Ministry.  

This past February, Saint Stephen’s blessed all married couples at the end of Masses. At those 

Masses, The Sacred Heart Society for Vocations provided certificates to couples married in the 

Catholic Church . 

The Rosary for Vocations will be said every third Sunday of the month at 9:30am in the Church. 

Participants will recite the Glorious Mysteries, asking God to grace his Church with more voca-

tions to Priesthood, Religious Life and Sacramental Marriages.  

In March, the Sacred Heart Society for Vocations will launch a project to spotlight Sacramental 

Marriage by sharing stories from our parishioners. 

Watch the bulletin and website for prayers dedicated to the specific vocations as well as new 

project initiatives. 
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SAINT STEPHEN’S  
PARISH 

 
Mission Statement: “As parishioners of 

Saint Stephen’s Church, we are Catholic 

Christians, made disciples in baptism 

and inspired by the Holy Spirit, to pray, 

teach, learn and serve as Christ did."  

 

Established in 1904 to meet the spiritual 

needs of Catholics in the Arlington 

section of Kearny, Saint Stephen’s has 

been home to generations of the faithful. 

Our beautiful church, dedicated in 1939, 

has served as a focal point in the Town 

of Kearny.  Our worship of God each 

week is equal to none and the current 

parishioners strive to practice good 

Christian virtues in every aspect of daily 

life. 

We have inherited a great treasure of 

faith from our ancestors.  May we  wisely 

use the gifts and talents that God has 

given us in order to build the Kingdom 

here on earth! 

May our patron, Saint Stephen, guide 

and direct us on our journey with the 

Lord. 

This Newsletter is being emailed to our 

parishioners who have provided an email 

address through the parish census. 

 

Copies of this Newsletter are also available 

The Church of Saint Stephen 

Archdiocesan Sanctuary of the Four 

Chaplains 

141 Washington Avenue 

Kearny, NJ 07032 

 

201-998-3314 

201-998-4924 (Fax) 

 

ststephenkearny.com 

thechurchofsaintstephen@gmail.com 

 

Facebook: 

Saint Stephen’s Roman Catholic Church 

Visit our website by scanning this QR code with your smartphone. 

Stay current on all parish announcements through 

our website, Facebook and Flocknote 

Informational Meeting: 

Wednesday, March 15, 

7:30pm in Hedges Hall.  
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